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Abstract

While the gap between the information rich and the information poor is growing, terrestrial
TVs—which people can easily take information from—are increasing the importance of the
information poor such as the elderly. Currently, terrestrial TVs in Japan are programed with a
large amount of soft news. For example, 14 hours and 35 minutes out of 15 hours (from 4 a.m. to
7 p.m., from Monday to Thursday) on NTV’s (Nippon Television Network Corporation)
programming has been slated for soft news. The initial “News show” (currently, one soft news
program is called “Wide Show”) in Japan is assumed to be “Kijima Norio Morning Show,” which
was started in 1964 by Nippon Educational Television (NET) (presently, TV Asahi). Triggered by
the expansion of “News show,” NET pulled out of the industry.

This study focused on the news shows of NET in the 1960s to clarify how the sender decided
the form of the news show, taking into consideration the social situation at the time. Through this
analysis, the following two research questions were clarified: 1) what was the format of the news
show as a program; and 2) what was the main factor or actor that brought a new program format.
The conclusion is as follows: 1) The content was subdivided into corners and has been made
entertaining and internalized. The format of daily life programming was unchanged; the
subdivided content was quickly reviewed by the audience rating. The content and creator were
separated, and the freedom to review the content was improved. 2) One of the major factors
behind the new program format was that NET was a commercial educational station. The form of
news shows on NET was brought by persons who were experienced in radio and magazine
editing. Since NET was the educational station, there was a mix of education, journalism, and

entertainment on news shows.
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