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Abstract

“Fake News” has become a daily phenomenon in the global media landscape especially since
the 2016 U.S. Presidential election. As concerns have grown over harmful content online, media
literacy programs also need to be re-evaluated and updated in order to better address information
disorder in the current media landscape. This paper provides a review of global discourse and
literature on the “fake news” phenomenon and media literacy as well as emerging media literacy
programs overseas. It also examines the existing curriculum and challenges in media literacy
education in Japan. In a global discourse experts and academics have largely come to an
agreement that the use of the term “fake news” should be avoided in discussing countermeasures
since the term has been highly politicized and misused. Alternative terms are now used to
describe different types of harmful online content in order to understand the complex information
ecosystem. However, in Japan, the much-hyped term is still widely used arbitrarily to refer to
divergent types of content. Furthermore, the most popular approach in media literacy programs in
Japan has been based on decoding messages created and shared by the mainstream media
outlets. In an increasingly polarized society in which trust in journalism is declining, the
conventional approach could further exacerbate distrust in the media and institutions. This
practice could potentially have the adverse effect of encouraging people to believe biased
information that only strengthens their personal beliefs. With that in mind, I argue that we need
to revamp media literacy programs to better suit the age of “fake news” by considering the media

environment and social backgrounds particular to Japan.
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